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A New Journal isBorn

ThePuerto Rico Health Sciences Jour nal
MARCH, 1982 —VOL. 1 NO.1

long timedream of agroup of faculty membersof the University of Puerto Rico
School of Medicineisseeingthelight in the publication of thefirst issue of the
Puerto Rico Hedlth Sciences Journal. The School of Medicineand theMedica Sciences
Campusemerged from the School of Tropical Medicine, which attained worldwide
2% recognitionfor theclinica and basi ¢ research conducted by itsfaculty onthe tropical
. +4 %% diseasesprevaent at thetimein our country. The Puerto Rico Journal of Public Hedlth
Lillian Haddock mp and Tropical Medicinewasthemain forum used for the publication of their scientific
work, thusit a so attained worldwide reputation. With the conquest and control of thetropical diseases,
the government and the University focused their attention in providing the health manpower needed to
providethemedical and paramedical servicesto the Puerto Rican people. Thispolicy led to creation of
the School of Medicinein 1949 and the organi zation of other health school s and academic programsthat
congtitute the University of Puerto Rico Medical Sciences Campus.

Along theyearsclinical and basic research hashad its peaksand nadirs. The present administration,
despitethe hard timesand scarcity of fundsfor research, hascommitted itself to provide an environment
whichwill propitiateresearchinal thefacultiesrepresentedintheMedical SciencesCampus. Thepublication
of the Puerto Rico Health Sciences Journal isone of the additional stepstaken to promotethisendeavor.

Themaingod of thepublication of thisjourna isto provideaforum for theearly publication of scientific
work conducted by our investigators and other professional s conducting research studiesin the health
sciencesin Puerto Rico. Thisincludesthe contribution of investigatorsin our university system, private
universitiesand theresults of health related research conducted in the public and private agencies. Other
objectivesinclude: to helpyounginvestigatorsin the publication of their research findingsby providing
congtructive critique of their writingsand secretarial help, to provideaforum for publication of articles
which may not have had acceptancein mainland journds, for whatever reason, but which have scientific
merit and should be published, and to stimulate theinterest of thefaculty to publish thefindingsof their
scientificwork.

It isthe hope of the Editorial Board that an endeavor has been started which can be sustained by the
faculty andisnot subject to changesin theadministration.

In order tofulfill our objectivesaninterested and qualified group of faculty membersof theMedica
Sciences Campuswas gppointed to the Editoria Board,. An officewas set asidein theoffice of the Dean
for AcademicAffairsfor the Editoria Board and for useby contributorsif so needed. A secretary hasbeen
appointed to attend all matterspertainingtothejournal. Thesupport of $10,000 per year for thenext five
years has been recelved from Merck, Sharp and Dohme Quimicade Puerto Rico to hel p defray the cost
of the publication of thejournal. Tothem our thanksand deepest appreciation.

TheEditoria Board decided to adopt the Guiddinesfor Uniform Requirementsfor Manuscriptssubmitted
to Biomedical Journalsaspublished inthisour first issuewith the permission of the Editor of theAnnasof
Internal Medicine. Thedocument on Information for the Contributors, also published inthisissue, give
specific recommendations applicabletothisjournd inparticular.
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When acontributor sendsan articlefor publicationto aJournal they arealwaysinterested in knowing
whichdigtributionthe Journd has. Consciousthat thisJournd should begiven thewidest possibledigribution,
afreecopy will besent todl thelibrariesof themain academic hedlth centersin the United States, Canada,
L atin and Central America, the Caribbean and the Western Hemisphere. The Journa will belisted inthe
Index Medicus.

Thearticlespublishedinthisfirstissueare representative of theresearch programsthat arebeing carried
outinour school anditsaffiliated ingtitutions.

The success of this publication depends on you, thefaculty and the students of the Medica Sciences
Campusfrom whom we expect the majority of the contributions. The Editorial Board expectsthat a
sizablegroup of you subscribeto the Journa so asto help theingtitution defray the cost of itspublication.

The contribution of your manuscriptsfor publicationisthemost important way inwhich you can promote
the successof thisnew Journal.

Thisisyour Journa andthe Editorid Board invitesyoutojoin usinmaking thisnew ventureaworthwhile
endeavor for our academic community and our country.

et

Lillian Haddock, MD
] Editor-in-Chief

N otefromtheEditor: ThisEditorial was written and published 25 yearsago in thefirst issue of
the Puerto Rico Health Sciences Journal by its Founding Editor, doctor Lillian Haddock,
Dean for Academic Affairs of the Medical Sciences Campus of that time. Thearticlesin this Special
| ssueto commemorate 25 years of continuous and active existence of the Journal have beenwritten
mostly by membersof its Editorial Board. A* follow-up Editorial” seemsto be pertinent, critically
looking back to thelife of the Journal during theseyears. Doctor Delia M. Camacho, current Dean
for Academic Affairs seemed to us to be the right person at the right moment to carry-out this
endeavor. What followsisher vision and her hopes.
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30{ el . Sanchez, MD
Editor-in-Chief
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cditorial - 2007

The Puerto Rico Health Sciences Journal: Twenty-five Years of
Sustained Growth

I n 1982, when thefirst issue of the Puerto Rico Heal th Sciences Journal was

published, our campuswas making acons derable effort to promoteresearch
and encourageitsfaculty to publishfindingsin scholarly journals. Therewasaneed
tofacilitatethe processfor younger faculty members, particularly thoseresearching
local hedlth problemsand conditionsthat werenot apublication priority for mainland
and international journals. Theforesight of the Journal’ sfoundersproved to be
right. First indexed in Index Medicus in 1985, the Journa has grown into an
interdisciplinary publication that reflectstheresearchinterestsof our faculty, aswell
aspriority healthissuesacrosstime.

The Journal’ stwenty-fiveyearsof existence evidence the sustained support of theadministration and
the academic community, although thisgrowth has not taken place without challenges. Perhapsthe most
rewarding accomplishment hasbeen thegradual inclusion of articleson hedlth fieldsother than medicine,
particularly awealth of publicationson public health, which truly mirrors our campus composition. The
faculty of the School s of Medicine, Public Health, and Pharmacy areregular contributors. The Editorid
Board will continueto encourage more submissionsfrom the School s of Dentistry, Nursing, and Health
Professons.

All dong, the Journa hastried to promote publicationswhile maintaining high sandards of qudlity. In
1982, it adopted the Uniform Requirementsfor Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journalsof the
International Committee of Medical Journal Editors. Every effort ismadeto submit each articleto two
reviewersbesdesthe Editor, and plansare underway to expand the pool of reviewersinternationally, so
that the Journal can be classified asafully peer-reviewed publication. The Journal is distributed to
approximately 250 universities, government agencies, and health organizationsin the United States, Latin
America, and Europe, including theNational Library of Medicinewhich continuesto index it.

An examination of the tables of contents of the 25 volumes published thusfar revealsan initial
preponderance of basi ¢ science subjects, the steady increase of clinical sudiesand casereportsinthelate
eighties, and aconsiderable and sustained inclusion of public health research sincethelateeightiesand
early nineties. In 1984, the Editorial Board decided to publish the abstracts presented at the campus
Annua Research Forum, asan additional incentiveto researchersand away to further link the Journal to
the campusresearch enterprise. Other featureshave been added though theyears, including review articles,
and, in 1991, articlespertaining to the campusAnnual Education Forum, which later became part of the
Annua Research Forum. With theinclusion of articleson education, the Journal broadened its scopeto
addressissues on teaching the heal th sciences bes des conducting research in them. The Journa hasalso
published issues on specific subjects, such as: The Caribbean Primate Research Center (April 1989),

Delia‘M. Camacho, PhD
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Women'sHealth (April 1990), HIV/AIDS (April 1993), Diabetes (June 2001), Public Health (March
2003), and Hepatitis C (June 2004).

Itismy hopethat asthe M edical Sciences Campus continuesto consolidateitself asaresearch
ingtitution, sowill the Journa continueto grow and remain an attractiveforumfor publicationfor al faculty
members. Weare currently in the process of restructuring the Editorial Board to includeinternational
membersand, thus, broaden our perspectiveand pool of reviewers. Intunewith thetimes, we expect to
offer the electronic version of the Journal inthe near future. | am certain that itsnew editor, Dr. JorgeL.
Sanchez, will build upon thework of thefoundersand al past editorsand contributorsto transform agood
journal into an even better one.
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- DeliaM\.\Ga\macﬁQ,\*’hD

Dean for Academic Affairs

Medical Sciences Campus,

University of Puerto Rico
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